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ciscans especially being real benefactors of the poor. Before
long the Grey Friars also became in part, like the Domini-
cans, a learned order, and for xnore than a century the Friars
supplied Europe with most of its leaders of thought and
learning, such as Thomas Aquinas and Roger Bacon, Then
both sets of friars began to accumulate wealth, not for
themselves, but for their orders. Thus they tended to leave
the homes of the poor, going instead among the well-to-do,
or to the universities, where they became great sseholars,
but no longer teachers of what they had first been sent to
teach, the simple message of Christ. And those who re-
mained scattered over the country were disliked because,
being an order founded by a papal decree, they were obedient
only to the pope; they were not obliged to obey the English
bishops; they often interfered between the parish priest
and his flock; they intercepted a great deal of chatity for
their own order; and as there were occasional black sheep
among them, as among all ranks of men, the orders got a
bad name. Perhaps jealousy of their popularity and success
will account for some of the abuse, but no doubt some of
the complaints were well founded.
All these things helped to rouse a feeling of hostility, and,
to make matters worse, the popes themselves had at this
t^^ fanen On evil days.   A pope who was a Frenchman
decided to reside not in Rome, which was in a state of great
The disorder owing to feuds between the nobles, but at Avignon
; in France; his successors followed hia example, and so the
h popes fell much into the power of the kings of France*
) Englishmen hated France, with which they were carrying on
a prolonged war, and included in their dislike popes who
appeared to be French popes*   And some of the Avignon
popes were men of no exalted aims, more interested in the
getting of money than they should have been.  They strove
to find rich posts for their friends; they reserved the right
of appointing to all benefices left vacant by any appointment
they made, a claim which enormously extended their patroa-